“The EnableLinker"
The E-zine Linking You to Canada's Disability Community

March 2009                                 Volume 8 - Issue 3

==============================================

Publisher: Canadian Abilities Foundation
Tel.:  416-923-1885
Fax:  416-923-9829
Visit us online at: http://www.abilities.ca
or e-mail: mailto:able@abilities.ca

==============================================

Welcome to the March issue of The EnableLinker!

==============================================
       TABLE OF CONTENTS ==============================================

1.      Wisdom
2.      News
3.      Events
4.      Website of the Month
5.      Classified Ads
6.      Share this E-zine with Your Associates
7.      Copyright Information
8.      Subscribe and Unsubscribe Information

==============================================
1.  WISDOM
==============================================

WISDOM:
“Placing one foot in front of the other, I've climbed to higher lengths, reaching beyond my own limitations, to show my inner strength. No obstacle too hard, for this warrior to overcome. I'm just a man on a mission, to prove my disability hasn't won.” Robert M. Hensel (International poet-writer)

Send, favourite sayings and humorous, true disability- related stories to mailto:able@abilities.ca?subject=[EnableLinker]:Wisdom

==============================================
2.      NEWS
==============================================

** Celebrate National Nutrition Month by Checking Out Abilities New Nutrition Blog **

Joanne Smith Certified Nutritional Practitioner and former host of CBC’s Moving On has joined our team of bloggers. Each week she will provide helpful, healthful nutritional information and tips to help you achieve optimal health and well-being. Joanne is someone who has lived with a spinal cord injury for 20 years and understands the challenges faced by people with disabilities to stay healthy.  To read Joanne’s blog and share your nutritional questions, comments, tips or recipes visit http://www.abilities.ca/health_activity/2009/03/01/nutrition/

** Four Charged in Torture and Severe Abuse of Young Man with Intellectual Disability **

Police have arrested and charged Stanley Brown, 30, Nathaniel Jug, 22, and Dakota Thompson, 20, all of Hamilton with aggravated assault, aggravated sexual assault, forcible confinement, and robbery.  A 17-year-old from Port Colborne, ON, was also arrested. Hamilton police Supt. Bill Stewart said the victim was found (on February 14th) in a Hamilton triplex described as being in "deplorable" conditions. The man, who cannot be identified due to a court order, was near death from toxic shock when police found him. Investigators believe the man, 22, was lured by people he knew and trusted and held captive for nearly a month in a Hamilton apartment. This disturbing case has left some wondering what will be the response by the disability community. It also raises the question how do we protect our most vulnerable citizens while respecting privacy and self-determination? To read the full article by Becky Rynor, Canwest News Service that this piece came from visit http://www.canada.com/news/Disabled+tortured+abused+Hamilton+police/1302269/story.html. To read the article by Paul Morse, Hamilton Spector or to comment on this story visit
http://www.abilities.ca/human_rights/2009/02/20/torture_hamilton_mother/

** Interactive Site Aims to be Shared Learning Environment for Deaf and Hearing Children **

Thanks to funding from the Inukshuk Wireless Learning Plan Fund, marblemedia and The Canadian Cultural Society of the Deaf (CCSD) have teamed up again to create the first children’s animated American Sign Language (ASL) dictionary. The dictionary will finally allow Deaf children to look up vocabulary according to their own, primary language - ASL along with the English vocabulary counterpart. “We have a long-standing history with the CCSD that started with our TV show and website for Deaf children – http://deafplanet.com. It is a pleasure to be able to collaborate with them again on such an inspiring and important project,” said Mark Bishop, Partner and Executive Producer of marblemedia. For more information go to http://www.deafculturecentre.caor contact mailto:info@deafculturecentre.ca To comment on this story visit http://www.abilities.ca/learning/2009/03/05/ccsd_marblemedia_asldictionary/

** Two People with Disabilities Work on "Disability Should Not Be a Poverty Life Sentence." Campaign **

Susan McMurdo and Ken MacLeod receive Ontario Disability Support payments and both live in oppressive poverty. For the past 16 months the two residents of Houselink, a supportive housing agency, have poured their energy into a campaign called "Disability Should Not Be a Poverty Life Sentence." They hope to convince Premier Dalton McGuinty to raise disability support payments by 20 per cent. The province has recently announced a poverty reduction plan.  Unfortunately for Susan and Ken it is targeted at children not adults with disabilities. To read the article by Carol Goar or to comment on this story visit http://www.abilities.ca/social_policy/2009/03/06/odsp_torstar/

** Get Your Disability News, Add Your Perspective and Join the Conversation **

Keep a pulse on the disability community and find out what’s happening. Bookmark http://www.abilities.ca  for your daily dose of disability news, events and articles. The site is updated regularly with news stories and press releases added almost every day. Bloggers are sharing their points of view on various topics and want to hear from you. Join the conversation and add your voice to a blog or comment on one of the many stories of relevance to Canadians with disabilities. Create your account today, we want to hear from you.

MARCH IS …

National Nutrition Month, Dieticians of Canada http://www.dietitians.ca

Colorectal Cancer Month, Colorectal Cancer Association of Canada http://www.colorectal-cancer.ca

Kidney Health Month, the Kidney Foundation of Canada http://www.kidney.ca

Epilepsy Awareness Month, Epilepsy Canada http://www.epilepsy.ca/

Liver Health Month, Canadian Liver Foundation http://www.liver.ca

==============================================
3.      EVENTS
==============================================

“Public Consultation on Proposed Accessibility Standard”
March 9, Toronto, ON
Ontario has released the proposed employment accessibility for public review. This standard aims to tackle barriers for people with disabilities in the workplace.  A public consultation will be taking place at the Delta Chelsea Hotel. To participate in this or other upcoming consultation sessions please call 1-888-482-4317 or TTY 1-888-335-6611, Email: mailto:public.review@oliverwyman.com You can also use this contact information to find out about alternate methods of providing feedback, or for any additional information regarding the public review process.

“To Catch a Thief: Stop Osteoporosis from Stealing your Strong Bones”
March 11, Montreal,QC
You may not think about your bones very often, but they support your every move. Healthy bones are hard, durable and dependable. But if you’ve been neglecting your bones, they are susceptible to osteoporosis, also known as the silent thief. This debilitating disease can turn your strong skeleton into a brittle and fragile frame. Enjoy refreshments and a lively discussion about the latest research on osteoporosis and what you can do to protect and repair your bones. Space is limited, so please RSVP: mailto:cafescientifique@cihr-irsc.gc.ca Phone: 1-888-482-4317. This free event is presented by the Canadian Institutes of Health Research and its Institute of Musculoskeletal Health and Arthritis. To read more about Osteoporosis and Disability check out this Abilities magazine story http://www.abilities.ca/health_activity/2009/02/02/fight_osteoporosis

“Frames of Mind: A Monthly Mental Health Film Series”
March 18, Vancouver, BC
Pacific Cinémathèque is pleased to join with the Institute of Mental Health, UBC Department of Psychiatry in presenting “Frames of Mind,” a monthly event utilizing film and video to promote professional and community education on issues pertaining to mental health and illness. Screenings, accompanied by presentations and panel discussions, are held at Pacific Cinémathèque Theatre, 1131 Howe St, Vancouver, BC on the third Wednesday of each month. Discussions are moderated by Dr. Harry Karlinsky, Clinical Professor, Department of Psychiatry, UBC. To read more about the film series or comment on this event visit http://www.abilities.ca/arts/2009/03/02/frames_of_mind/


“Nutrition and Healthy Living Workshop for People with Disabilities”
March 25, Toronto, ON
Sign up for a workshop providing information, strategies and resources from Eating Well with Canada's Food Guide. CILT 365 Bloor St. E. Suite 902. RSVP to John Mossa at 416-599-2458 ext. 238 or Nancy Barry at ext 227 or by TTY at 416-599-5077. Light refreshments will be served.  Attendant services and childcare will be provided

“Canadian Association of Disabled Skiers (CADS) Ski Improvement & Race Development Festival 2009”
March 22 to 27, Kamploops, BC
Happening at Sun Peaks Resort, BC and hosted in conjunction with the Alpine Canada Telus Para-Alpine Championships. On-site registration begins on Sunday March 22nd with adaptive lessons and clinics starting Monday and running through Friday March 27th. Certification courses on adaptive instruction and coaching will also be held.
Opening Ceremonies - Sunday Evening March 22
Guesstimation Race Thursday Morning March 26
Banquet -Thursday Evening March 26. For more information visit http://www.disabledskiing.ca

“1st Annual Trek for Tourette”
March 29, Communities across Canada
Whether it's rain, snow or shine, outdoor treks will take place in communities across Canada in recognition of Tourette Syndrome, a neurological disorder that affects as many as one in 100 children. And you're invited! March, a wintry month, was chosen so that the trek would be "as challenging as the lives of people affected by TS, with weather as unpredictable as the disorder itself." The Tourette Syndrome Foundation of Canada hopes that the trek will raise awareness and encourage tolerance for this common but poorly understood disorder, along with its many associated disorders such as OCD and ADHD.  For more information visit http://www.tourette.ca/events_trek_2009.php

“MS WALK”
April 2009, Communities across Canada
After 18 wonderful years, the Super Cities WALK for MS has a brand new name. Starting right now, the Super Cities WALK will go by the new name of MS WALK. Walks are happening throughout April so check the website http://www.mswalks.ca  to find out about a walk in your community. Register now and join the movement to end MS! The MS Society of Canada is a regular contributor to the Abilities forum to read the most recent article visit http://www.abilities.ca/organizations/2009/02/20/ms_forum_issue77/

“Health & Safety Canada 2009 - Imagine. Innovate. Inspire”
April 20 - 22, Toronto, ON
Health & Safety Canada is the largest and longest-running health and safety event in Canada. The conference program includes speakers from across North America and provides excellent opportunities for training and networking with health and safety professionals, human resource professionals, health and safety technical specialists, and more. IAPA is proud to welcome the Honourable Michael Kirby as Honourary Chair of Health & Safety Canada 2009.  A leading advocate of mental health reform in Canada, he continues to be on the forefront of bringing mental health issues to Canadians. For more information or to register for the conference visit http://www.iapa.ca/Main/Micro/conference_2009/index.asp

“Minto Run for Reach”
April 26, Ottawa, ON
The Minto Run for Reach has an event for everyone: Vittoria Trattoria Half Marathon 21.1km Run, Tim Hortons 3-km Walk/Run, Enbridge 5-km Run, Half Marathon 21.1-km In-Line Skate, 10-km Run, 5-km Wheelchair,  5-km Team Challenge (teams who get their registrations in by April 17 will receive customized Tech T-shirts with their team name printed on the back)  Don't forget that the 10k run and 21.1K (half marathon) is a great way to prepare for the National Capital Marathon weekend and other major races. Register now at the Running Room website http://www.events.runningroom.com/site/?raceId=4289  Reach Canada, which provides lawyer referral services and on-going educational programs to people with disabilities (physical, psychiatric, invisible such as Heart disease, Cancer, Colitis), their family members, law students and social/health service providers. Volunteers are welcome, please download and complete a volunteer form by visiting:  http://www.reach.ca/run/volunteers.html

If you'd like your event to be considered for The EnableLinker, send an e-mail to mailto:able@abilities.ca?subject=[EnableLinker]:Events

==============================================
4.      WEBSITE OF THE MONTH
==============================================
http://www.liver.ca/LIVERight/

The Canadian Liver Foundation (CLF) believes everyone should understand the vital role the liver plays in nurturing and protecting the body and how decisions we make everyday can impact our liver health. LIVERight is a call to action to all Canadians to learn how to take care of their livers to positively impact their overall health. Visit the LIVERight microsite during Liver Health Month Find out about events happening across Canada. Take the Liver quiz and learn how your liver works. Find out about prevention and how to live healthy with liver disease.

==============================================
5.      CLASSIFIED ADS
==============================================

** Advertise your product or service to people with an interest in disability!
To place an ad in this section, please e-mail mailto:able@abilities.ca?subject=[EnableLinker]:Classifieds
$25 for 60 words. We accept VISA. **

SERVICES

CNIB’s consultants can provide you with the tools and information you need to make your business more inclusive, whether you are looking to:
       ~Design or redesign your website to reach a wider audience;
       ~Document Accessibility Conversion;
       ~Desktop and Application Consulting;
       ~Accessibility training or awareness seminar;
       ~Accessibility/Usability product testing by a demographic range of consumers;
Visit our website for more information http://www.cnib.ca/accessibilities

####////####

Comfort N Care Clothing is a Canadian company specializing in adaptive apparel. Designed to simplify self or assisted dressing using discrete, dignified modifications, we offer a full line of garments for men and women in a wide assortment of updated styles and patterns.
NEW Youth Adaptive T- Shirts are also available!
For more information, visit us online at http://www.comfortncareclothing.ca or call  204-981-5113.

####////####

Need House and Office Painting in Southern Ontario?
Atelier Danzig Inc offers Fast Service, Reasonable Fees and the Work is Guaranteed! References are available on request.
Call Rosa Danzig. Phone: 416-565-4814 or contact via email mailto:rosadanzig@rogers.com

####////####

Experienced graphic designer is available to assist non-profit  organizations with logos, advertisements, brochures, posters and  more. Contact Marta at mailto:marta@bijoucom.ca. To view a  brochure, visit http://www.abilities.ca/Ezine/BijouCommunications.pdf

####////####

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Literacy Resource Now Available

The Canadian Abilities Foundation (CAF) is proud to announce the recent publication of The Landscape of Literacy and Disability. This report definitively shows, using easy-to-read maps, the wide discrepancy of literacy between those with and without disabilities. The maps, created using Geographical Information System, enable researchers, social policy planners, educators and stakeholders an opportunity to look at a variety of factors associated with the unacceptable high rates of illiteracy among people with disabilities.
To purchase the book for $50.00 (shipping included) please send order information and payment to Canadian Abilities Foundation 401-340 College St. Toronto, ON M5T 3A9 Fax: 416-923-9829 Email: mailto:able@abilities.ca

####////####

2009 CRA - Charities Information Sessions

Every year staff from the Charities Directorate of the Canada Revenue Agency visit communities across the country to provide information sessions for registered charities. This year, they will also be visiting a number of smaller communities. As the federal regulator of registered charities, the Directorate provides these sessions to help registered charities understand their obligations under the Income Tax Act. The sessions are free and they encourage all registered charities to send representatives. Sessions are delivered in the spring, typically May and June, and in the fall, in September and October.  Registration for the Spring sessions will open on April 8th, 2009 and for the Fall sessions on August 10th, 2009. For more information visit http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/tx/chrts/sssns/menu-eng.html  or call client services at 1-800-267-2384.

####////####

CALLS FOR SUBMISSIONS

####////####

June Callwood Award Nominations Now Open

In honour of June Callwood's legacy, Surrey Place Centre is pleased to announce that the nomination process for the June Callwood Award is now open. Nominate a colleague, a person living with a developmental disability, a family member or an important group or organization that has made a difference for people with developmental disabilities. Nominees will have made significant contributions at a national, provincial and/or regional level, to enhance the lives of people with developmental disabilities. Nominations due by March 31, 2009.  For more information on the June Callwood Award criteria, please contact Sylvie Labrosse at 416-925-2169 ext. 2391 or via email at sylvie.labrosse@surreyplace.on.ca. Visit http://www.surreyplace.on.ca

####////####

Nominations Being Accepted for the Canadian Paralympic Hall of Fame

The Canadian Paralympic Hall of Fame recognizes and celebrates those who have contributed to the growth and development of the Paralympic Movement. The Canadian Paralympic Committee (CPC) is inviting Canadians to submit nominations to be considered for the Canadian Paralympic Hall of Fame for 2009. Nominate individuals or teams in one of three categories: Athlete (individual or team), Coach and Builder. The deadline for the Canadian Hall of Fame nominations is March 31, 2009. For further details, please contact Manali at: mailto:manali@paralympic.ca

####////####

York University's Critical Disability Studies Graduate Students' Association (CDSGSA) is currently calling for papers from graduate students and alumnus for the Annual Graduate Student Journal. The Journal entitled "Critical Disability Discourse Journal" is to be published in Fall 2009 (Papers submission deadline: April 1, 2009). For details please visit the Association's website at http://www.yorku.ca/cds_grad

####////####

EMPLOYMENT, TRAINING, AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

####////####

Canwest Internships for Students with Disabilities

Canwest is looking for full-time Canadian students with permanent disabilities in the field of broadcasting or journalism to become interns. The recipients will receive a challenging opportunity to work in private television in pursuit of a career in broadcasting. The recipient will intern at one of Canwest’s broadcast properties (Global, E!, or Specialty) and will be paid on a salary basis for a period of 3-4 months. The internships, are valued at approximately $10,000 each. Applications will be considered by a cross-Canada panel that includes representation from Canwest and the broadcast industry. Please note that finalists may be required to participate in a qualifying interview (telephone or in person) before ultimate selection is made. Judging decisions are final. Completed application and accompanying documents must be received no later than midnight, March 13th 2009. For more information including eligibility criteria and the application procedure please visit
http://www.canwestglobal.com/careers/internship.asp

####////####

FOR RENT

A fully equipped, accessible cottage in Combermere, Ontario (3.5 hours from Toronto) is available. Wheelchair access to lake, many amenities. Contact Joan at 416-533-9875 or e-mail mailto:joansinclair@bellnet.ca .

####////####

Motorcycle for Sale. 1998 Honda Valkyrie complete with a sidecar and all necessary conversions for hand operation. California Friendship sidecar professionally attached by a skilled mechanic; modified brakes and shifter; attachment mounted between the bike and the sidecar to hold wheelchair. All conversions and modifications are well proven and road tested. Preference is to sell to another rider with a disability who requires all modifications. Asking $12,000.  Pictures and any other info you wish available. E-mail address is mailto:tomsandra@rogers.com .

####////####

PUBLICATIONS & WEBSITES

Out Came the Sun is one family’s story of raising a child with significant disabilities. Author Judith Snow’s daughter Emily was just an infant when she was diagnosed with a rare condition, Partial Trisomy 13, that would lead to physical and learning disabilities. In this candid memoir, Scott shares Emily’s experiences, including therapy and school, as well as the family’s emotional struggles and, ultimately, healing.
270 pages $17.95 USD
ISBN: 9780897335829 Academy Chicago Publishers

####////####

For nearly two decades PLAN, the Planned Lifetime Advocacy Network, has built, sustained and strengthened personal support networks. One of their initiatives, Tyze is a new online service that makes it easy to reach out to friends, family, neighbours and caregivers. Tyze helps you to build a network of care – make plans and share stories – and make a real-world difference in the quality of life of someone you love. Tyze is much more than a way to make appointments and track tasks. It’s a place to celebrate the contributions and achievements of the person at the centre of the network – and a way they can stay connected to friends and loved ones. To learn more about Tyze check out the introductory video at http://tyze.com/about_tyze

####////####

==============================================
6.      SHARE THIS E-ZINE
==============================================

Share this e-zine by e-mail. Forward it to your friends and
associates. If you are interested in reprinting any of the
content, please e-mail:
mailto:able@abilities.ca?subject=[EnableLinker]:ReprintRequest

The Canadian Abilities Foundation does not test, research, endorse or guarantee products, services or events listed in the EnableLinker. Please verify information of interest with the organizations specified within each listing.

==============================================
7.      COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
==============================================

"The EnableLinker", Copyright (c) 2009
Canadian Abilities Foundation, http://www.abilities.ca
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8.      SUBSCRIBE AND UNSUBSCRIBE INFORMATION
==============================================

PRIVACY STATEMENT: Our subscriber list is a private mailing list
and will not be made available to other companies or individuals.
We value every subscriber and respect your privacy.

To subscribe to The EnableLinker, please visit http://www.abilities.ca/Ezine/Main.html .
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