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	Call to Action 
To Eliminate Violence Against Women!


To mark International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women we're rising up once more to denounce violence against women—still very present in 2010.
In our society, political, economic and social structures enable violence against women to exist and persist. Like the World March of Women, we especially condemn two expanding phenomena, which, through the implementation and maintenance of conditions, standards and practices, encourage this violence. These phenomena are the commodification of women's bodies and sexuality and militarization.
Because reducing women's bodies to commercial objects fosters contempt; and because bombarding us with sexist imagery helps to promote inequality between women and men; we oppose the appropriation and control of women's bodies and sexuality.
Because of war's disproportionate impact on women; because the army reproduces sexist and supremacist stereotypes; and because promoting violence to settle conflict normalizes violence; we reject the militarization of our society.
In the memory of the 14 young women who were victims of a political crime against women on December 6, 1989, we commit to promoting 14 ways to fight violence against women.
To resist the commodification of women's bodies and sexuality:
♀ Denounce sexist advertising
♀ Denounce the standards of beauty that are imposed on us
♀ Refuse to consume pornography
♀ Denounce sex trafficking of women and girls 
To fight back against militarization:
♀ Denounce the use of rape as a war weapon
♀ Refuse that women's rights be used as a pretext to justify war
♀ Refuse to buy war games and toys
♀ Denounce military recruitment in schools
To continue fighting misogynist violence and the inequality it generates:
♀ Denounce the trivialization/normalization of violence
♀ Intervene when you hear violent or sexist comments
♀ Intervene when a woman is being harassed or assaulted
♀ Denounce the attackers and the impunity they enjoy
♀ Denounce antifeminist remarks; they are an attack on all women
♀ Break the silence and denounce the intolerable because violence kills!
We can all participate, women and men, individuals, businesses, governments, unions, artists and community groups, in creating the conditions that support equality, freedom and peace: Refuse all forms of violence against women! 


The 12 Days of Action to Eliminate Violence Against Women Campaign is coordinated by the Fédération des femmes du Québec (FFQ) and organized jointly with: Concertation des luttes contre l'exploitation sexuelle, Fédération de ressources d’hébergement pour femmes violentées et en difficulté du Québec, Fédération interprofessionnelle de la santé du Québec – FIQ, FFQ's cultural communities women's committee, L’R des centres de femmes du Québec, Quebec Native Women, Regroupement des maisons d’hébergement pour femmes victimes de violence conjugale, Regroupement québécois des centres d'aide et de lutte contre les agressions à caractère sexuel – RQCALACS, Réseau d’action des femmes handicapées du Canada, Réseau des lesbiennes du Québec and the Table de concertation des organismes au service des personnes réfugiées et immigrantes.
