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Dear Friends of CLA-ACE!

Canadian Lawyers Abroad-Avocats canadiens à l'étranger has had a very busy spring and we're excited to share some updates with you.
Dispatches from our 2010 Interns
Our 2010 Summer Interns have been sending regular news home about their experiences in the field. The eleven interns from law schools across the country have spent their summer working with CLA partner organizations in Ghana, Kenya, Indonesia and Canada. They are working on a number of critical issues ranging from advancing women’s rights in Africa, to researching land and water rights of indigenous people in the Yukon River watershed, to increasing transparency and advancing access to justice in Indonesia. Annabel Busbridge, who is interning with the Centre for Public Interest Law in Accra, Ghana, has been keeping a great blog about her experiences, as has Andrew Christie, who is writing from Jakarta. 
 

Partnership with LexisNexis Canada
On July 8, 2010, CLA-ACE Co-Founders Yasmin Shaker and Catherine McKenna were invited by the LexisNexis Canada’s Rule of Law Committee to make a presentation about our Student Program. During the presentation, Brittany Twiss, one of our 2009 Summer Interns, spoke passionately about her experience interning with ECPAT, one of CLA-ACE’s partners in Bangkok, Thailand, that works to eradicate child trafficking. LexisNexis Canada is one of the sponsors of our Student Program and shares a commitment to promoting the rule of law and to developing a new generation of leaders. Patrick Collins, CEO of LexisNexis Canada, commented about the partnership: “LexisNexis Canada is proud to be a sponsor of the CLA-ACE Student Program as part of our commitment to promoting the rule of law both in Canada and around the world. By partnering with dynamic organizations such as Canadian Lawyers Abroad, we can make a difference in protecting human rights, improving lives, and promoting education and awareness.” To read more about the event, check out our website, and for pictures, see our Flickr account.
 

ACWHRP Summer 2010 Update
The African and Canadian Women’s Human Rights Project (ACWHRP) is busy completing legal research for the “3 to be Free” criminalization of marital rape initiative. We are also developing the public legal education stage of the “3 to be Free” project. Our initiative on the reconciliation of women’s rights and customary law is also in full swing, with research papers for each of ACWHRP’s partner countries under development. The “3 to be Free” research will ultimately be published as a book. For recent coverage of ACWHRP in the media, please see an article by Sally Armstrong in The Globe and Mail and in a press release from Fasken Martineau, one of the sponsors of the project. 
 

Canadian Lawyers Abroad-Avocats canadiens à l'étranger (CLA-ACE) | www.cla-ace.ca
CLA-ACE is a registered charity that depends on the support of friends like you! To donate, go to www.canadahelps.org, type in Canadian Lawyers Abroad, and click on “Donate Now.” 
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